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Non-Technical Summary 
In July 2004, an assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, 
known as Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), became a requirement under European 
Directive 2001/42/EC.  In accordance with the Directive, transposed regulations and 
Government guidance, SEA has been undertaken on the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
(UPNP). By carrying out an SEA on the UPNP, the Parish Council aims to: 

 identify alternative policy options for delivering sustainable growth in Upwell Parish; 

 identify and describe the environmental, social and economic effects of alternative policy 
options; 

 further enhance any beneficial environmental effects of the Neighbourhood Plan; and 

 reduce and minimise any adverse environmental effects that may result from the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
This is the Draft Environmental Report for the SEA on the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
pre-submission document, which has been prepared by Upwell Parish Council. This SEA has 
been used to inform the development of the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan by outlining the 
environmental effects of the policies proposed within the plan. This report accompanies the 
Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan 2018-2038 pre-submission document. 
 
During the scoping stage carried out in summer/autumn 2018, SEA objectives were developed 
in light of a review of other relevant plans and programmes at the international, national, 
regional and local level. Environmental indicators were then developed for each SEA objective 
and were used to measure the effects that the UPNP may have on the environment. These 
indicators relate to different aspects of the environment including air, climate change, 
landscape, the historic environment, wildlife and habitats, water and soil quality. Indicators 
were also included to measure the social effects on the population such as human health, 
deprivation and flood risk, as well as the material assets of Parish.  
 
Data for these indicators were collected in order to establish the baseline state of the 
environment, known as the environmental baseline. Analysis of trends and targets was then 
used to help predict how the environmental baseline might change in light of each of the UPNP 
policy options.  
 
UPNP policies and development site allocations were evaluated in light of their potential effects 
on the SEA objectives. For each policy and site, matrices were used to predict and evaluate how 
the measures would affect the SEA objectives and the indicators that comprise the 
environmental baseline.  
 
Overall, the plan as presented offers a number of positive environmental effects, particularly in 
relation to the economy, affordable housing and the protection and provision of open spaces. 
However, these positive effects need to be balanced against the potential they pose to damage 
the local environment. In particular, there will be an unavoidable loss of high-quality agricultural 
land. The promotion of tourism along the waterways will likely lead to some adverse effects on 
the water environment and any aquatic wildlife that depend on the waterways for food or 
habitat.  
 
Mitigation recommendations were drafted for consideration and inclusion in the UPNP. 
Additionally, a draft monitoring regime and reporting schedule has been suggested in order to 
monitor the effects that the delivery of the UPNP may have on the environment during its 
implementation period.  
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1 Introduction 
 
This is the Draft Environmental Report for the SEA on the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
pre-submission document, which has been prepared by Upwell Parish Council’s Neighbourhood 
Plan Committee. This SEA has been used in order to inform the development of the Upwell 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan by outlining the environmental effects of the policies proposed 
within the plan. This report accompanies the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan 2018-2038 pre-
submission document. 

 
1.1 Strategic Environmental Assessment 
In July 2004 an assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, 
known as the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), became a statutory requirement in 
accordance with European Directive 2001/42/EC. The Directive applies to "plans and 
programmes, and modifications to them, whose formal preparation begins after 21 July 2004" 
(ODPM, 2003). It also applies to "plans and programmes whose formal preparations began 
before that date, if they have not been adopted by 21 July 2006" (ODPM, 2003). 
 
The objective of the SEA Directive is to provide a high level of protection of the environment 
and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and 
adoption of plans with a view to promoting sustainable development.  The SEA also works to 
inform the decision-making process through the identification and assessment of the 
cumulative significant effects a plan or programme will have on the environment at the strategic 
level. The SEA results in an Environmental Report, which accompanies the final plan.  
 
Guidance on carrying out SEA is given in the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister's (ODPM – now 
MHCLG) A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (2005) and 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.  
 
This Environmental Report focuses primarily on complying with the SEA Regulations but has 
also taken the ODPM (now MHCLG) guidance into consideration. The compliance requirements 
for the Environmental Report and where they can be found within this document are outlined 
in Figure 1 below. 
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Figure 1: Environmental Report Requirements 

Environmental Report requirementsa Where covered  

Information required through Regulation 12-(3) 

1. An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or 
programme and relationship with other relevant plans and 
programmes; 

 Chapter 2 

 Appendix A 

2. The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and 
the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the plan 
or programme; 

Chapter 3 

3. The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected; 

Chapter 3 

4. Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the 
plan or programme including, in particular, those relating to any 
areas of a particular environmental importance, such as areas 
designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC; 

Chapter 4 
 

5. The environmental protection objectives, established at 
international, Community or Member State level, which are 
relevant to the plan or programme and the way those objectives 
and any environmental considerations have been taken into 
account during its preparation; 

 Chapter 2 

 Appendix A 

6. The likely significant effectsb on the environment, including on 
issues such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, 
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural 
heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, 
landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors; 

Chapter 6 
Appendix D 

7. The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as 
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the environment 
of implementing the plan or programme; 

Chapter 7 

8. An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, 
and a description of how the assessment was undertaken 
including any difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of 
know-how) encountered in compiling the required information; 

Chapter 5 
 

9. A description of the measures envisaged concerning monitoring 
in accordance with Article 10; 

Chapter 8 

10. A non-technical summary of the information provided under the 
above headings. 

Non-Technical Summary 

 
 
 

                                                      
a
 As listed in Annex I of the SEA Directive (Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans 

and programmes on the environment). 
b
 These effects should include secondary, cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and 

temporary, positive and adverse effects. 
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1.2 Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
Neighbourhood planning is a right for communities introduced through the Localism Act 2011. 
Communities can shape development in their areas through the production of 
Neighbourhood Development Plans, Neighbourhood Development Orders and Community Right 
to Build Orders. 
 
Neighbourhood planning is part of the Government’s new approach to give local people more 
say about how their area is developed. Neighbourhood plans are intended to give communities, 
such as Upwell Parish, more control over the type, location, size, pace and design of 
development in their area. The Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan (UPNP) aims to capture the 
views of its local community as well as the evidence on the village’s housing, natural 
environment, landscape setting, heritage assets, economy, and community facilities. It 
comprises part of the Development Plan for the area, in addition to the district council’s local 
plan (the King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Local Plan) and therefore planning application decisions 
will be made taking into account the policies set forth in the UPNP.  
 
The UPNP has a 15-year time span from 2018 to 2038 and has been prepared by Upwell Parish 
Council in consultation with its residents. The main purpose of the UPNP is to show where new 
development should (and should not) take place within the Parish boundary, what type that 
development should be. 
 
This is the SEA for the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan pre-submission document. An SEA is 
required on neighbourhood plans where it is considered that they may lead to significant 
effects on the environment. A screening exercise undertaken with the Borough Council of 
King’s Lynn and West Norfolk determined that an SEA would be required to accompany the 
preparation and submission of the UPNP, due to the decision by the Parish Council to allocate 
land for development.  

1.3 Linking the Neighbourhood Plan and the SEA 
In applying the SEA Directive to the UPNP, the Parish Council aims to: 
 

 identify alternative options for the UPNP; 

 evaluate any significant environmental effects of the strategy options; 

 provide decision-makers with a holistic understanding of the environmental 
implications of the UPNP policy options; 

 mitigate environmental impacts arising from the implementation of the UPNP as much 
as possible; and  

 reduce or minimise the environmental impacts arising from growth.  
 
The alignment and linkages between the stages of both the neighbourhood planning process 
and the SEA are shown in Figure 2 below.  
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Figure 2:  UPNP and SEA Process Stages 

 
Source: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/580028/sea2_033_20150209_fixed.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/580028/sea2_033_20150209_fixed.pdf
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1.4 SEA Scoping Consultation 
In accordance with the SEA Directive, the Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk (on 
behalf of Upwell Parish Council) carried out a scoping consultation on the UPNP SEA with 
statutory environmental bodies in summer/autumn 2018. This consultation consisted of a letter 
explaining the consultation and was accompanied by the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan: 
SEA Scoping Report, which gave a brief overview of the information to be used in the 
assessment and how the assessment process would be carried out. The report included the 
following information: 
 

 The UPNP’s statutory context; 

 Influences of other plans and programmes; 

 Environmental baseline information; 

 Potential environmental problems and issues; and 

 The proposed appraisal framework 
 
Responses were received from the Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England. 
The advice received has been taken on board in preparing this Draft Environmental Report.  
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2 The SEA Context 
 
2.1 Relevant Plans, Programmes and Environmental Protection Objectives 
The SEA Directive requires that the Environmental Report should provide information on the 
UPNP’s relationship with other relevant plans and programmes.  This is referred to in Annex 1 
(a), (e) of the Directive. 
 

Annex 1 (a), (e): The plan’s ‘relationship with other relevant plans and programmes’ and ‘the 
environmental protection objectives, established at international, [European], Community or 
national level, which are relevant to the plan... and the way those objectives and any 
environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation.’ 

 
The purpose of this task is to provide information on the relationship with other relevant plans 
and programmes and the environmental protection objectives established at the international, 
national, regional and local levels which are relevant to the UPNP.  The UPNP will be influenced 
by other plans produced by the Borough of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Council, Norfolk 
County Council, and by statutory agencies and other bodies with plan-making responsibilities.  
 
A review of relevant policy documents is an essential component of understanding the policy 
context in which the UPNP will operate and it also helps to establish the higher level 
environmental context and goal that the plan should take on board during its preparation. The 
relationships between the UPNP and other plans and programmes allow an appraisal of the 
social, environmental or economic objectives that should be reflected in the SEA process and 
the factors, such as environmental issues, that influence the preparation of the UPNP. 
 
A list of policies, plans, programmes and environmental objectives relevant to the UPNP were 
compiled. This analysis will allow those developing the UPNP to take on board how the UPNP 
can contribute to delivering the wider international, national, and local environmental policy 
objectives. The plans and programmes relevant to the UPNP, their environmental objectives, 
and a description of how they can be taken on board through the UPNP can be found in 
Appendix A.  

 
2.2 SEA Objectives 
The SEA Directive does not specifically require the use of objectives or indicators, but they are 
a recognised way in which environmental effects can be described, analysed and compared. 
The SEA objectives describe a statement of intention and the desired direction of 
environmental change, whilst indicators will be used to measure the UPNP’s performance 
against the objectives and also to predict its environmental effects. 
 
To fulfil the requirements of the SEA Directive, objectives should cover biodiversity, 
population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, 
cultural heritage, landscape, and interrelationships between them. 
 
Figure 3 lists draft SEA objectives for the UPNP SEA.  The objectives bring together and 
consolidate: 

 the environmental topics listed in the SEA Directive; 
 West Norfolk’s Local Plan objectives; 
 objectives of other relevant plans and programmes; and 
 local environmental problems identified as part of the baseline analysis. 
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Figure 3: SEA objectives for the UPNP 

SEA Topic SEA Objective 

Environmental 

Climate SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

Climate, Population, 
Human Health 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

Air, Human Health, 
Biodiversity 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National 
Air Quality Standards 

Landscape SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and 
distinctiveness of the landscape 

Cultural Heritage SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the 
built and historic environment, particularly in and around the 
Conservation Area 

Biodiversity, geodiversity, 
flora and fauna 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of 
the area 

Water, Soil SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well 
as soil quality for agricultural use 

Social 

Population SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual 
intrusion from growth 

Population SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish 

Human Health, 
Population 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, 
including through the provision of open, community and 
recreational spaces 

Economic 

Material Assets SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

Material Assets SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and 
enhance the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to 
local heritage and the waterways 

 
 
2.3 UPNP Objectives 
A Long-term vision, aims and objectives were developed for inclusion in the UPNP. These 
objectives are used as a statement of intention which, if met, will help the Parish Council 
achieve its overall vision for development within the parish. The vision for the long-term 
development strategy is summarised below. 
 

Vision for Upwell Parish  
By 2038 Upwell parish will consist of a well-connected group of three viable and attractive 
rural villages with a strong community spirit. Respecting the heritage, it will be a place 
where people can enjoy the waterways and surrounding countryside. It will have a range of 
high quality homes in keeping with a rural village, and essential public and community 
services and facilities that meet the growing needs of the community. The parish will be a 
sustainable place where people want to live, work and visit into the future.  
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To achieve this vision, the policies and community actions within the UPNP will aim to meet and 
deliver the objectives set out below:  
 
Community and Services  

1. To provide opportunities for all the community to access community, cultural, leisure 
and sports activities within Upwell parish  

2. To ensure sufficient school and medical facilities within Upwell parish  
Housing and the Built Environment  

3. To provide high quality, diverse and affordable housing within Upwell parish  

4. To provide appropriate size, scale, density, design and layout of development and 
parking, which complements existing development the surrounding environment within 
Upwell parish  

Transport and Access  
5. To encourage safe walking, cycling and the use of public transport within and beyond 
Upwell parish  

6. To provide adequate private and public parking  
Environment  

7. To protect and enable access to the countryside and waterways within Upwell parish 
and the surrounding countryside  

8. To improve and provide a high quality public realm in the villages  
Business and Employment  

9. To provide sufficient land to support local economic/ tourism development  

10. To enable attractive and viable village centres  
 
2.4 Compatibility 
In order to assess whether the SEA objectives will complement or contradict the UPNP 
objectives, a compatibility exercise was undertaken. Results of this exercise can be seen in the 
matrix shown in Figure 4. Overall, SEA and UPNP objectives/challenges were generally 
compatible with one another and two contradictory effects were identified. These relate to 
increasing access to the waterways, which may lead to adverse effects on the water 
environment and aquatic wildlife.  

 
Figure 4: Compatibility Matrix 

  SEA1 SEA2 SEA3 SEA4 SEA5 SEA6 SEA7 SEA8 SEA9 SEA 
10 

SEA 
11 

SEA 
12 

UPNP
1 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 

UPNP
2 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

UPNP
3 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 

UPNP
4 

0 0 0 + + + 0 + 0 + + 0 

UPNP
5 

+ 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 

UPNP
6 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

UPNP
7 

0 0 0 0 0 0/- 0/- 0 + + 0 + 
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UPNP
8 

0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

UPNP
9 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 

UPNP 
10 

0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 

Key:                      + = complementary            0 = neutral             - = contradictory 

 



Upwell Neighbourhood Plan: Draft Environmental Report (March 2019)  

 

 

 10 

 

3 The Environmental Baseline 
 
The SEA Directive requires a significant level of understanding of the baseline environment, in 
order to help both inform the appraisal of the individual UPNP policies and site allocations. This 
is referred to in Annex 1 (b) and 1(c) of the Directive. 
 

Annex 1 (b), (c): Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely 
evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or programme’ and ‘the environmental 
characteristics of the areas likely to be significantly affected.’’ 

 
Establishing the environmental baseline provides the basis for the following: 
 

 understanding existing environmental problems in the study area; 

 feeding back into the SEA objectives to reduce these problems; and 

 establishing the effects of the UPNP on the baseline data. 
 
The establishment of an environmental baseline is considered a necessary tool to develop to 
provide a basis for forecasting and monitoring the effects the UPNP may have on the 
environment. It also helps to identify existing and potential future environmental problems and 
issues. In order to establish environmental baseline conditions in Upwell Parish, existing 
environmental and sustainability data were collected from a wide range of sources, such as: 
 

 Environment Agency 

 Natural England 

 English Heritage 

 Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk 

 Campaign to Protect Rural England 
 
Taken together, the indicators extracted from the available data sources were used to describe 
the current state of the environment and the likely evolution of the environment without 
implementation of the UPNP as required by the SEA Directive. More data on areas likely to be 
significantly affected by the UPNP may be required as the UPNP evolves throughout the 
implementation period. 
 
Figure 5 summarises the relationship between the SEA topics, objectives, indicators, baseline, 
as well as the trends. This information was used to describe the baseline scenario against 
which the environmental effects of each of the UPNP policies have been assessed. The current 
state of the environment is described in detail in the following sub-sections.  
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Figure 5: Environmental Baseline Summary 
SEA Objective Indicators Baseline 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
vulnerability to the impacts of climate change  

CO2 Emissions– total tonnes (tonnes per capita): 

 % Industry and Commercial  

 % Domestic 

 % Road Transport 

1,397,987 (9.3) 

 53% 

 20% 

 27% 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure 
of people and property to current and future flooding 
in the area 

Flood Risk Areas  
 

See Map 3 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with 
the National Air Quality Standards 

Number of AQMAs None 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character 
and distinctiveness of the landscape 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty None 

Ancient Woodland: Area (% semi-natural) None 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and 
quality of the built and historic environment, 
particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

Listed Buildings: 

 Number  

 Number at Risk 

 

 34 

 0 

Scheduled Monuments: 

 Number 

 Number at Risk 

 

 0 

 0 

Conservation area See Map 2 

SEA6: To protect and enhance biodiversity and 
geodiversity of the area  

Number and type of designated nature conservation sites 
 

None – but some adjacent 
(see Map 1)  

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and 
resources, as well as soil quality for agricultural use 

River Catchment Data: 

 Overall Water Body 

 Chemical 

 Biological Quality Elements 

 Ecological 

 

 Moderate 

 Good 

 Moderate 

 Moderate 

Agricultural land classification: ha of land area Grade 1 or 2 (Best 
and Most Versatile)  

100% ha 
 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and 
visual intrusion from growth 

Light Pollution and Dark Skies See Map 5 

Tranquillity See Map 4 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and Bus Services and Frequency  
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SEA Objective Indicators Baseline 

within the Parish  Go To Town 

 Go To Town 

 Go To Town 

 Lynx 

 Lynx 

 NCC School Bus Services to Downham Market Academy 

 Every 30 minutes 

 Every hour 

 Every 30 minutes 

 School times only 

Public Rights of Way See Map 6 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and 
wellbeing, including through the provision of open, 
community and recreational spaces 

Index of Multiple Deprivation 20%-50% Most Deprived 

Crime Deprivation 30%-40% Least Deprived 

Health Deprivation 30%-40% Most Deprived 

Number and % of residents in bad or very bad health 199 (7.3%) 

Number and area (ha) of recreational green spaces TBD 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the 
types of housing required to meet their needs   

Barriers to Housing and Services Deprivation 10%-50% Most Deprived  

Living Environment Deprivation 10%-40% Most Deprived  

Number of Older People 65+ and % of the total population 601 (22%)  

Number and % of households social rented or shared ownership 145 (11%) 

Number of affordable homes/affordable housing waiting list 126/31 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local 
economy and enhance the provision of tourist 
facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage and 
the waterways  

Income Deprivation  30%-50% Most Deprived 

Employment Deprivation 30%-40% Most Deprived 

% of Working Age (16-74) Population Economically Active (% of 
which are unemployed) 

59% (6.3%) 

Number of tourism-based businesses 5 

Number of local businesses (including tourism) 52 
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3.1 Environmental Baseline 
 
3.1.1 Climatic Factors 
Emissions of greenhouse gases have been identified as a worldwide problem. It is commonly 
recognised that greenhouse gases can lead to climate change. Emissions of carbon dioxide 
(CO2), the most abundant greenhouse gas, are directly proportional to fossil fuel consumption, 
making it particularly relevant to transport, as well as domestic, industrial and commercial 
energy consumption.  
 
Analysis of CO2 emissions using the local authority CO2 emissions estimates3 (DECC) for the 
Borough of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk (data at lower spatial levels is not available) for 2014 
shows that road transport was responsible for 28% of total CO2 emissions, which is 6.6% lower 
than 2005 levels. Per capita road transport emissions are 2.63 tonnes and are 36% higher than 
national per capita emissions levels, likely reflecting the more rural nature of the Borough.  
 
Domestic emissions have also reduced significantly in the past 10 years by 31%, but remain 13% 
higher than national per capita domestic emissions. This may indicate a higher reliance on oil 
and electric heating due to an absence of gas services as a result of the rural and dispersed 
nature of population centres in the Borough. Per capita, domestic emissions are below 2 tonnes 
per person. 
 
The pace of industrial and commercial emission reductions is slower than the other sectors at 
and this category of emissions has actually risen by 1.1% in the past 10 years, compared with a 
34% reduction nationally. 
 
Therefore, although CO2 emissions have reduced significantly in some sectors in the Borough, 
the pace of change is below the reductions experienced nationally and/or the current per capita 
emissions rates are higher than nationally.   
 
3.1.2 Air 
There are currently no Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) in or near to Upwell Parish.  
 
3.1.3 Biodiversity, flora, fauna, and soil 
Unusually, the Parish is not home to any designated nature conservation sites that provide 
important habitats for protected species (Map 1, Appendix B). However, just outside the parish 
to the south-east boundary lies an area which is covered by a number of international and 
national nature conservation designations, including: 
 

 Ouse Washes Ramsar Site  

 Ouse Washes Special Protection Area (SPA) 

 Ouse Washes Ramsar Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 

 Ouse Washes Ramsar Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 
It is important that the above sites, despite being outside of the neighbourhood plan area, are 
protected from any adverse effects from development within the Parish.  
 
  
 

                                                      
3
 DECC, UK local authority and regional carbon dioxide emissions national statistics: 2005-2015.  
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3.1.4 Landscape 
The parish does not host any national landscape designations. As drained fen, the area is 
predominantly flat and agricultural in landscape terms, broken up on rectilinear field patterns, 
often separated by drainage channels and ditches. A map of the Landscape Character 
Assessment for the area can be viewed in Appendix B. 
 
The 2007 King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) defines 
Upwell parish’s landscape character as a mosaic of landscape character types. These include: 

 The Fens - Settled Inland Marshes - Outwell (D5) 

 The Fens Open Inland Marshes - Marshland St James (E4) 

 The Fens Open Inland Marshes - Hilgay Fen (E6) 

 The Fens Open Inland Marshes - Welney River (E7)  
 
The Outwell settled inland marshes area is described in the LCA as a: 

 
“This Landscape Character Area situated to the southeast of Wisbech in the southern 
extent of the Settled Inland Fens. The Borough boundary lines the western edge while the 
Middle Lever Main Drain forms the southeastern border. The sinuous, practically merged, 
villages of Outwell and Upwell, within a backdrop of arable farmland and plantations, 
dominate this very flat, low-lying landscape with its vast open skies. The small to 
medium, mainly regular fields are demarcated by dykes and ditches, which are often 
lined with reeds and rushes and other low vegetation. Adjacent to settlement, wooden 
fencing is used on occasion to restrain livestock. Both Outwell and Upwell encompasses 
two roads on either side of a watercourse (the old course of the River Nene) with the 
buildings lining the roads. The presence of several small bridges giving access to the 
houses contributes to the unique, distinctive nature of the area. Settlement pattern 
further consists of several isolated farmsteads with associated farm buildings, dotted 
linearly along the rural roads. The built character of the area varies between traditional 
(red or colourwash brickwork and slate) houses and farmsteads and more modern red or 
colourwash brick buildings. A strong sense of tranquillity is notable throughout the entire 
area, despite the presence of busy transport corridors such as the A1101 and the A1122. 
Views are generally open but the horizon is cluttered in places with a wide array of 
vertical elements such as buildings, mature trees, communication masts and overhead 
wires, rows of poplars and orchards. Structures and fences associated with horse and 
pony paddocks are also apparent landscape features. Fruit orchards are generally set 
back from the roads, channelling views and creating a sense of enclosure in places. Boats 
moored along the banks of watercourses also contribute to recognisable sense of place 
and character. The transport corridors follow the natural course of the rivers and creeks 
in the area, giving the landscape a more organic feel than is the case in the rest of the 
Settled Inland Fens” 

 
The LCA identifies the visual character of the open inland marshes 
as:

 
“The Fens – Open Inland Marshes (also known as The Peaty Fens or Black Fens) is a 
landscape of simple yet dramatic character. Located within the southwest of the Study 
Area this Landscape Character Type forms part of the wider Fens landscape, which also 
crosses into the counties of Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire and Suffolk. The area to the 
south and east – is characterised by Peat drift deposits. To the north and west, the Peat 
gives way to sandy mud. Some areas of deep peat do remain but are confined to Feltwell 
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and the Methwold Fens. The loss of much peaty soil due to shrinkage, oxidation and wind 
erosion has resulted in soils characterised by a complex mix of residual peats as well as 
sandy, clayey or marly substrata. The landscape is characterised by intensive arable 
production on a massive scale with varied crop production bringing seasonal colour 
change. Fields are extensive with boundaries often imperceptible but defined by the 
straight edges of crops and the regular network of drainage ditches and dykes – evoking 
a distinctly geometric, ordered and tamed landscape. The dykes are often lined with 
golden rushes and have lush grassy banks making them more conspicuous and drawing 
the eye.  

 
Posts carrying overhead wires are the only obvious, repeated vertical element although 
pylon lines do cross the landscape in two places – north of Wiggenhall St Mary the Virgin 
and to the far west of the landscape near to the village of Outwell. Outside the character 
area (March) a prominent wind turbine is visible. There are also views to other pylon lines 
within the adjacent Landscape Character Type The Fens – Settled Inland Marshes. The 
elevation of the landscape ranges between 1m AOD to -2mAOD. The dramatic flat 
landform provides extensive, panoramic vistas of open, seemingly ‘empty’ country and 
huge skies, evoking a sense of exposure and isolation. Raised banks and berms do, 
however, interrupt the continuity of the landform in places -marking the location of 
artificial drainage channels. These large scale, linear landscape features greatly influence 
character -interrupting the flat landform and forming a barrier to views. Similarly roads 
are often raised above the level of fields. Aside from pylons, landmarks include Denver 
sluice gates and Wissington sugar beet factory. Settlement pattern consists of linear 
villages, such as Wiggenhall St Mary the Virgin, Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalen and 
dispersed farmsteads both aligning and located away from the roads that cross through 
the landscape. Isolated farmsteads and adjoining agricultural buildings, often surrounded 
by wind break trees do provide some points of focus… 

 
Roads do not dominate the landscape only through are relatively few but there are short 
stretches of four major routes – the A10 road linking King’s Lynn with Cambridge, the 
A1122 connecting Downham Market and Wisbech, and the A47(T) and A17 connecting to 
King’s Lynn in the north. In addition, there are some secondary, rural roads, often only 
providing a route to and coming to an end at individual farms. The roads are very 
straight - further exaggerating the almost ‘regimented’ pattern of the landscape. The 
railway corridor is also a feature within the landscape.” 

 
Most importantly, the LCA identifies planning guidelines for each of the character areas and 
these are summarised in Figure 6 below. These should be taken on board in both plan-making 
and decision-making.  
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Figure 6: Landscape Planning Guidelines 
LCA Landscape Planning Guidelines 

D5  Seek to conserve the mostly rural character of the area.  

 Seek to conserve and enhance the landscape setting and historic character of 
Outwell and Upwell.  

 Ensure that any new appropriate development responds to historic settlement 
pattern and is well integrated into the surrounding landscape.  

 Seek to conserve the largely undisturbed and tranquil nature of the area.  

E4  Seek to conserve the generally undeveloped, rural character of the area and related 
strong sense of remoteness and tranquillity.  

 Seek to conserve wide open views across the area.  

 Seek to conserve and enhance ecologically important features.  

 Seek to limit development in prominent skyline locations both within the character 
area and within adjacent character areas.  

 Seek to ensure that potential new small-scale development within the area is 
consistent with existing settlement pattern, density and traditional built form.  

 Seek to conserve and enhance a recognisable sense of place within the area.  

 Where appropriate, consider sensitive farm diversification, in keeping with local 
settlement pattern and character. 

E6  Seek to conserve the generally undisturbed, undeveloped character and related 
strong sense of remoteness and tranquillity.  

 Seek to conserve open views across the area.  

 Seek to ensure the sensitive location of development involving tall structures (such 
as telecommunications masts and wind turbines for example) in relation to 
prominent skyline locations both within the character area and within adjacent 
character areas.  

 Seek to conserve and enhance the wetland habitat and other ecological features.  

 Seek to ensure that potential new development within the area is consistent with 
existing settlement pattern, density and traditional built form.  

 Seek to conserve and enhance strongly recognisable sense of place within the area. 

 Where appropriate, consider sensitive farm diversification, in keeping with local 
settlement pattern and character.  

 Seek to conserve the distinctive pattern and nature of the Old and New Bedford 
River channels. 

E7  Seek to conserve the generally undisturbed, undeveloped character and related 
strong sense of remoteness and tranquillity.  

 Seek to conserve open views across the area.  

 Seek to conserve and enhance ecologically important wetland and other features.  

 Seek to ensure the sensitive location of development involving tall structures (such 
as telecommunications masts and wind turbines for example) in relation to 
prominent skyline locations both within the character area and within adjacent 
character areas.  

 Seek to ensure that potential new small-scale development within the area is 
consistent with existing settlement pattern, density and traditional built form.  

 Seek to promote the use of local materials, including flint, chalk clunch, pebbles and 
pantiles.  

 Seek to conserve and enhance strongly recognisable sense of place within the area. 
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3.1.5 Cultural Heritage 
Upwell Parish is host to a number of designated heritage assets that form part of the historic 
environment and contribute to the Parish’s cultural heritage. The Parish has a Conservation 
Area in the village of Upwell, as shown in Map 2, Appendix B.  
 
A listed building is one that is 'of special architectural or historic interest' and has been included 
on a list kept by the Secretary of State for the Environment. The list identifies our heritage and 
identifies those buildings that are thought to be special. Within Upwell Parish, there are 34 
buildings of 'special interest' that have been listed and none of these has been classified as “at 
risk”. These are shown in Figure 7 below. 
 

Figure 7: Listed Buildings in Upwell Parish 

Name Grade 
2 Memorials Immediately South Of Memorial To Martha 
Southwold II 

Stables 25 Metres North Of London Lode Hall II 

Tower 30 Metres North West Of Welle Manor Hall II 

Memorial 3 Metres South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

Memorial 4 Metres South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

Memorial To Ann Hines 1 Metres South Of Nave Of Church Of St 
Peter II 

3 Memorials 1 Metre South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

3 Memorials 5 Metres South Of Chancel Of Church Of St Peter II 

Memorial To Martha Southwold 3 Metres North Of Chancel Of 
Church Of St Peter II 

White Lion Public House II 

Gable End And West Wall, Workshop Rear Of Builders Merchants, 
50 Yards South West Of Bridge II 

Crescent House II* 

Upwell Hall II 

Croft House II 

Old Mill Restaurant And Hotel II 

Archway House 
Homeleigh II 

The Cottages East Of Lloyds Bank II* 

Crescent Cottage II 

Welle Manor Hall II* 

5 Memorials 6 Metres South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

2 Memorials 12 Metres South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

Memorial To Ian Wilkinson 5 Metres South Of Nave Of Church Of 
St Peter II 

7 Memorials 5 Metres South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

Memorial 12 Metres North Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

7 Memorials 5 Metres South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

6 Memorials 5 Metres South Of Chancel Of Church Of St Peter II 

5 Memorials 8 Metres South Of Chancel Of Church Of St Peter II 

Memorial 10 Metres South West Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

London Lode Hall II 
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Name Grade 
Tower 30 Metres North Of Welle Manor Hall II 

Gates and Gatepiers To Upwell Hall II 

The Priory II 

Piermont House II 

Bridge House II 

Hall Lodge II 

Church Of St Peter I 

2 Memorials 5 Metres South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

2 Memorials 1 Metre South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

7 Memorials 5 Metres South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter II 

Upwell War Memorial II 

 
The Parish does not contain any Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens, 
battlefields, wrecks or World Heritage Sites. 
 
3.1.6 Water, Flood Risk and Soil 
The Environment Agency assesses river catchments under a number of criteria. The overall 
assessment of the water catchment in Upwell Parish (Middle Level Navigations) for 2016 (the 
most recent data year available) is moderate – with good chemical quality, moderate 
ecological quality, but bad biological quality elements. The full assessment can be seen in 
Figure 8 below. 
 

Figure 8: River Catchment Assessment4  

Classification Level Classification Item Status 
Element Invertebrates High 

Overall Waterbody Overall Water Body Moderate 

Component Priority substances Good 

Element Temperature High 

Component Other Pollutants Good 

Component Priority hazardous substances Good 

Element Fish Good 

Element pH High 

Element Ammonia (Phys-Chem) Good 

Component Biological quality elements Moderate 

Ecological, chemical or quantitative status Ecological Moderate 

Component Supporting elements (Surface 
Water) Moderate 

Ecological, chemical or quantitative status Chemical Good 

Component Hydromorphological Supporting 
Elements Supports Good 

Component Physico-chemical quality 
elements Good 

Element Mitigation Measures 
Assessment Moderate or less 

Element Phosphate High 

                                                      
4
 Environment Agency, Catchment Data Explorer, https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/  

https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/
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Classification Level Classification Item Status 
Element Dissolved oxygen Good 

Element Hydrological Regime 
Does not support 
good 

 
Eutrophication is a major problem in local water bodies and has been for many years. This is a 
result of phosphates from the public water supply. However, this is a problem that is much 
wider than this area, as such is unlikely to be resolved by a neighbourhood plan.  
 

Due to lowland nature, parts of the parish are at risk of flooding. West Norfolk’s SFRA was 
updated in late 2018. The extent of Flood Risk Zones 2 and 3 as identified by the revised SFRA 
are shown in Map 3a and Map 3b, Appendix B.   
 
Nearly the entire Parish encompasses Grade I (excellent) land under the Agricultural Land 
Classification system, with a very small portion of the south-western corner of the parish being 
classed as Grade 2 (very good) land. This means that all the land in the parish is considered to be 
the best and most versatile agricultural land. Whilst this is very unusual, it is worth noting that 
the Fens as a whole account for around half of the Grade 1 agricultural land in England. This 
land has incredibly rich peat soils that continue to retain the fertile organic matter from when 
the land was underwater before it was drained. This, coupled with the easy availability of water 
for irrigation from the drainage ditches, dykes and sluices, makes for exceptionally productive 
arable yields and Fens agriculture is a very important part of England’s rural economy, as well as 
the area’s heritage. 
 
3.1.7 Population  
Population includes issues such as noise, tranquillity, accessibility and social exclusion under 
the SEA Directive. No noise data is available for Parish, but the Campaign for Rural England 
(CPRE) tranquillity map (Map 4, Appendix B) shows that the least tranquil locations in the area 
coincide with the more built-up areas and major roads, and it is clear from the map that the 
most of the Parish is considered to be relatively tranquil.  
 
The CPRE also produce a map of light pollution and dark skies as shown in Max 5, Appendix B, 
which makes clear that Upwell Parish has some mid-range light pollution issues in the village 
itself, with darker skies being present in the more southern parts of the Parish.  
 
The parish is relatively well located so as to enable access to day-to-day services and facilities, 
both within the Parish and to higher order settlements, via public transport options. There are 
several daily bus routes serving the Parish through Lynx and Go To Town (West Norfolk 
Community Transport), providing access to King’s Lynn, Wisbech, and Downham Market, as 
well as school bus services.  
 
There are very few walking routes and Public Rights away around the Parish, as shown in Max 
6, Appendix B.  
 
3.1.8 Human Health 
Human health components of the SEA look at a wide range of conditions to measure and 
establish the baseline, health deprivation, crime deprivation and living environment 
deprivation. Deprivation maps for the Parish are shown in Maps 7 – 12, Appendix B.  
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In terms of crime, the area is in the 30% to 40% least deprived in the country. Conversely, 
however, health deprivation is relatively high, at falling within the 30-40% most deprived in the 
country, with 199 or 7.3% of the resident population reporting their health to be either “bad” 
or “very bad”.  
 
3.1.9 Material Assets 
Material assets considered in this SEA are those comprising the economic and infrastructure 
assets of the parish.  
 
Deprivation in terms of income shows that the area ranges from the 30-50% most deprived in 
the country.  Similarly, employment deprivation falls into the 30-40% most deprived, which is 
not unusual for a rural area with limited access to jobs. This can be seen in Maps 12 and 13, 
Appendix B.  
 
The proportion of the population that is economically active is relatively low at 59%, although 
unemployment is relatively low at 6.3%, compared to 7.4% nationally (in 2011). A more detailed 
breakdown of economic activity by age is shown in Figure 9 below.   
 

Figure 9: Economic Activity in Upwell Parish by Age 

Age 

All 
categories: 
Economic 

activity 

Economically 
active: Total 

Economically 
active: In 

employment: 
Total 

Economically 
active: 

Unemployed 
(including 
full-time 
students) 

Economically 
inactive 

Age 16 to 24 273 182 157 25 91 

Age 25 to 34 228 195 183 12 33 

Age 35 to 49 576 485 458 27 91 

Age 50 to 64 614 418 396 22 196 

Age 65 and over 601 75 75 0 526 

TOTAL 2,292 1,355 1,269 86 937 
Data Source: NOMIS, Census 2011 LC6107EW - Economic Activity by sex by age 

  
 
There are currently five local businesses registered with the Council as tourist based facilities, 
including two campsites, an inn, a self-catering holiday let, and a fishing lake (which also include 
camping). There are 52 local businesses in Upwell Parish (included the tourist-based businesses) 
and this includes shops, workshops, hair salons, and pet services, etc.  
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3.2 Evolution of the Environmental Baseline 
The baseline was used to forecast to the end of the UPNP period in order to compare the 
environmental effects of the UPNP plan options against the evolution of the environment 
without the UPNP. The baseline scenario not only provides a basis for the prediction of 
environmental effects but will also assist in the long-term monitoring of the environmental 
effects from the implementation of the UPNP. 
 
Forecasting the evolution of the environment in the absence of the UPNP also helps to 
understand how the UPNP will contribute to changes to the environment in the future. This 
can be done by comparing the forecast evolution or the “without the plan” scenario against 
the predicted effects of the UPNP in the later stages of the SEA. This section, therefore, 
evaluates the likely changes to the environment assuming no UPNP is implemented. 
 
Whilst the future scenario forecasts the evolution of the environment in the absence of UPNP, 
it does not, however, assume that previously adopted, draft and future plans and programmes 
will not continue to be implemented. The SEA must assume that other adopted plans and 
programmes will be delivered as planned.  
 
The most significant changes to the environmental baseline will be borne from the planned 
growth arising from King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Local Plan documents. These documents 
allocate land and plan for growth in the Borough. 
 
Figure 10 below summarises the assessment of the evolution of the environment over the UPNP 
period against the SEA environmental topics, in the absence of UPNP. 
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Figure 10: Assessment of the evolution of the environment against the baseline 
SEA Topic SEA Objective Evolution Assessment Comments 

Climatic factors SEA1 Slight Beneficial CO2 emissions are likely to continue to decrease at a slower pace on a per capita basis. 
Overall reductions will likely slow as the population grows.  

Climatic Factors, 
Water 

SEA2 Slight Adverse  The national and local policies on flood risk are likely to ensure that flood risk does not 
worsen as a result of development. However, the effects of climate change, such as sea 
level rise, increased rainfall and storm frequency, mean that flooding may be a greater 
risk in future years.  

Air SEA3 Neutral There is unlikely to be sufficient quantum of growth allocated in and around Upwell 
Parish to give rise to an AQMA.  

Landscape SEA4 Neutral There is unlikely to be sufficient quantum of growth allocated in and around Upwell 
Parish  to give rise to any significant effects on the AONB.  

Cultural Heritage SEA5 Neutral Any significant adverse effects on the historic environment from growth are likely to be 
mitigated through local and national planning policies, as well as, where appropriate, 
through their statutory protection. 

Biodiversity, flora 
and fauna 

SEA6 Neutral The lack of statutory protection on the designated sites in Upwell Parish , coupled with 
the low quantum of growth indicate that adverse effects in the absence of the UPNP are 
unlikely.  

Water SEA7  Neutral Water quality appears to have remained largely unchanged in recent years and seems 
unlikely to undergo any significant changes in the near future.  

Population SEA8 Slight Adverse Growth in the region and along the strategic road network and the addition of lighting at 
larger developments may adversely impact on tranquillity, light pollution and dark skies.  

Population SEA9 Neutral Accessibility to services by public transport, walking and cycling is likely to remain 
unchanged in the absence of the UPNP. 

Human Health SEA10 Slight Beneficial Other plans and programmes in place are likely to improve health in the absence of the 
UPNP.  

Population SEA11 Slight Adverse The UPNP is likely to include a more prescriptive approach to the type and tenure of 
housing built in the Parish, above that within the Local Plan.  

Material Assets SEA12 Uncertain In light of the decision to leave the European Union and the uncertainty surrounding the 
national economic impact of this decision, it is not possible to predict the impact of this 
on the material assets and economy of Upwell Parish.  
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4 Environmental Problems and Issues 
The SEA Directive requires that the Environmental Report should provide information on 
existing environmental and sustainability problems and opportunities. This is referred to in 
Annex 1 (d) of the Directive. 
 

Annex 1 (d): Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or 
programme including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular environmental 
importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC.’ 

 
From the analysis of the baseline and the likely evolution of the environment, the current 
strengths and weaknesses and the future threats and opportunities relevant to the UPNP and 
able to be affected by the UPNP were established. These are described in Figure 11.  
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Figure 11: Environmental Problems, Issues and Recommendations 
SEA Topic Problems & Issues Recommendation 
Climate  Ensuring that CO2 emissions continue to 

decrease 

 Reducing exposure and vulnerability to those 
living in areas at high risk of flooding 

Ensure that development is well located so as to offer access to services and facilities 
by sustainable modes of transport and encourage low-carbon building techniques. 
Seek to locate development away from areas at risk of flooding and ensure that 
existing flood risks are not exacerbated.    

Air  None 
 

Ensure that development is well located so as to offer access to services and facilities 
by sustainable modes of transport.  Ensure any industrial or commercial developments 
permitted include planning conditions to require pollution prevention measures, 
where relevant.    

Biodiversity, 
Flora, and Fauna 

 Possible impacts on biodiversity such as loss 
of/severance habitats from land take for 
development 

 Water pollution may adversely affect 
biodiversity  

 Climate change brings further challenges to 
biodiversity 

The UPNP could ensure that development schemes do not adversely impact on 
adjacent designated nature conservation sites and, where possible, should work to 
enhance habitats and species.  

Landscape  Protecting the integrity of the landscape whilst 
still providing for growth. 

The UPNP will need to ensure that development proposals respect the surrounding 
landscape and countryside character, where appropriate.  

Population 
 

 Light pollution likely to increase from the 
provision of external lighting on large 
development sites.  

The UPNP could seek lighting assessments from larger developments to ensure 
impacts on light pollution are minimised.   

Water, Soil  Biological water quality is poor 

 Protection of valuable soil resources whilst still 
allowing for some growth 

The UPNP will need to give consideration for ways that it can affect and improve the 
water quality in the area, for example by incorporating the use of SUDS.  

Cultural Heritage  A number of clustered listed buildings in and 
around the likely growth locations  

The UPNP should look to ensure that growth sustains and, where possible, enhances 
the significance of heritage assets within the neighbourhood area.  

Human Health  High levels of health deprivation  The UPNP could look to encourage the provision of additional health services and 
facilities in the village if needed.   

Material Assets  Potential impact of European Union exit The UPNP may want to ensure that the creation or expansion of local businesses, 
particularly those that increase local employment opportunities, are supported 
wherever possible.   
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5 Environmental Assessment 
 
The SEA Directive requires that the Environmental Report provides an outline of the reasons for 
selecting the alternative options assessed through the SEA, the method used in the 
environmental assessment, as well as any technical difficulties encountered in assessing 
alternative options. This is referred to in Annex 1 (h) of the Directive. 
 

Annex 1 (h): An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, and a 
description of how the assessment was undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical 
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling the required information 

 
5.1 Assessment Methodology 
SEA guidance on undertaking environmental assessment recommends that the prediction and 
evaluation of the environmental effects of plan policies are considered during the production of 
the UPNP. This has involved identifying changes to the environmental baseline that the plan 
may have and describing these changes in terms of their geographical extent, probability, 
duration, frequency, and reversibility, as well as whether the effects are secondary, cumulative 
or synergistic. Once this has taken place, the predicted effects of the UPNP policies can be 
compared against each other as well as the evolution of the baseline without the plan (Section 
3.2).  
 
In order to make the best use the SEA objectives (Section 2.2) for assessment purposes, they 
have been framed in the form of questions and linked to the relevant indicators as presented in 
the environmental baseline. Taken together, the objectives, questions and indicators define the 
“Significance Criteria” against which the effects of the plan’s policy options were predicted and 
evaluated, thus forming the framework for assessment. Threshold levels and targets have been 
used to further evaluate significant effects. The Significance Criteria used in appraising the UPNP 
for environmental effects can be found in Appendix C.  
 
The UPNP pre-submission document has now been evaluated in light of its potential effects on 
the SEA objectives. The assessment was informed by the following: 

 Expert judgement 

 Spatial analysis 

 National, regional and local trends 

 Forecasting reports and studies, where available 
 

The assessment of each measure is recorded in matrices using the following symbols: 
Effect Symbol 

Very Beneficial ++ 

Beneficial + 

Uncertain Beneficial 0/+ 

Uncertain Adverse 0/- 

Adverse - 

Very Adverse - - 

No significant impact 0 

Beneficial and Adverse Impact +/- 

Entirely uncertain ? 
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5.2 Assessing the Pre-Submission Policies 
Following several consultations with Upwell parish residents, the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan Committee undertook a series of revisions to the draft UPNP, its policies and potential site 
allocations before preparing the plan for its pre-submission consultation. These pre-submission 
policies have now been evaluated to determine their potential effects on the SEA objectives.  
 
For all policies, matrices were again used to predict and evaluate how the delivery of the UPNP 
would affect the SEA objectives and the indicators that comprise the environmental baseline. 
Detailed worksheets for the UPNP submission policies assessment can be found in Appendix D, 
and relate to each of the policies within the UPNP submission document. These worksheets 
were then used to describe the overall environmental effects that the UPNP may have on the 
SEA objectives and these can be viewed in Section 6.  A summary of the individual 
environmental effects identified is presented in Figure 12 below. 
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Figure 12: Summary Assessment of UPNP Submission Policies 

UPNP Policy SEA1 SEA2 SEA3 SEA4 SEA5 SEA6 SEA7 SEA8 SEA9 SEA10 SEA11 SEA12 

CA1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0/+ 

ET1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0/+ 

ET2 0 0 0 0 0/+ 0 0 0/+ 0 0 0 + 

ET3 0 0 0 0 0/+ 0/- 0/- 0 0 0 0 + 

CA2 0 0 0 0 0/+ 0/- 0/- 0 0 0 0 + 

LR1 0 0/- 0 0 0 0/- 0/- 0 0 0 0 + 

LR2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

LR3 0/+ 0 0/+ 0 0 0 0 0 + 0/+ 0 0 

EN1 0 0/+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

CA3 0 0/+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

EN2 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 0 

H1 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 0/+ 0 

H2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 

H3 0 0 0 0/- + 0 0 0 0 0/+ 0 0 

H4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

P1 0 + 0 0/+ 0/+ 0/+ 0/+ 0 0 0 0 0 

P2 0/+ 0 0/+ 0 0/+ 0 0 0 0/+ 0 0 0 

P3 0/+ 0 0/+ 0 0 0 0 0 + 0/+ 0 0 

P4 0 0 0 + + + 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 

CA4 0+/ 0 0+/ 0/+ 0 + 0 0 + ++ 0 0 

A1 0/+ 0/- 0/+ 0/- 0/- 0 -- 0/- ++ + + 0 

A2 0/+ 0 0/+ 0 0/- 0 - 0 + 0 0 0 

A3 0/+ 0/- 0/+ 0 0/+ 0 0/+ 0 ++ 0 + 0/- 

A4 0/+ 0/- 0/+ 0 0/- 0 - 0 + 0 0 0 

A5 0/- 0 0/- - 0 0 -- - - 0 + 0 
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6 Likely Significant Environmental Effects 
 
The SEA Directive requires that the Environmental Report clearly established the likely 
significant effects of the plan on differing aspects of the environment and the interrelationships 
between them. This is referred to in Annex 1 (f) of the Directive. 
 

Annex 1 (f): ‘The likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues such as 
biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material 
assets, cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the 
interrelationship between the above factors.’ 

 
 
6.1 Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects 
Many primary environmental effects can lead to secondary, tertiary, cumulative or synergistic 
effects in other areas. Before undertaking appraisal, an environmental impact matrix exercise 
was undertaken, focused on planning related environmental effects (Figure 13).  
 

Figure 13: Environmental Effects Matrix 

  Secondary Effects 
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The matrix allowed for the following general assumptions to be made about where secondary, 
tertiary, cumulative and synergistic environmental effects may occur and these were carried 
forward through the assessment: 
 

 Climate change effects can also impact on air quality, flooding, human health, water, 
population, biodiversity and landscape 

 Air quality effects can lead to secondary effects on human health and biodiversity 

 Flooding effects are likely to lead to secondary effects on human health, population, 
biodiversity, landscape and soil and water quality 

 Effects on the landscape can also to lead to secondary effects on biodiversity 

 Water and soil quality effects could lead to secondary effects on human health, 
biodiversity and landscape 
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6.2 Environmental Effects  
 
6.2.1 Climatic Factors (SEA1) 
Overall, the plan as a whole is unlikely to have a significant effect on climatic factors. 
 
Several policies within the plan (LR2, P2 and P3) and Community Action 4 support the provision 
of sustainable transport infrastructure, which may lead to a reduction in the growth of CO2 
emissions. This effect is therefore uncertain.  
 
All of the site allocations, with the exception of Site A5, offer good access via sustainable modes 
of transport to day-to-day services and facilities, but again it is uncertain as to whether residents 
will use these modes to access these facilities or whether they will choose to travel by car 
further afield.  
 
6.2.2 Flood Risk (SEA2) 
Policy LR1 promotes housing and tourist development in and around the waterways, which 
would increase exposure and vulnerability to flood risk, although flood risk mitigation options 
will likely be available for incorporation into any development proposed. 
 
Conversely, Policy EN1 and Community Action 3 both seek to specifically protect flood defences 
and ensure that capacity improvements are undertaken where necessary and maintenance on 
such defences is undertaken.  
 
Three of the site allocations – A1, A3 and A4 – have some levels of either surface water or fluvial 
flood risk on site and therefore may increase exposure and vulnerability to flood risk. However, 
it is possible that these issues can be dealt with sufficiently through mitigation measures 
incorporated into the design and layout.  
 
6.2.3 Air (SEA3) 
Overall, the plan as a whole is unlikely to have a significant effect on climatic factors. 
 
Several policies within the plan (LR2, P2 and P3) and Community Action 4 support the provision 
of sustainable transport infrastructure, which may lead to a reduction in the growth of air 
pollution emissions. This effect is therefore uncertain.  
 
All of the site allocations, with the exception of Site A5, offer good access via sustainable modes 
of transport to day-to-day services and facilities, but again it is uncertain as to whether residents 
will use these modes to access these facilities or whether they will choose to travel by car 
further afield.  
 
6.2.4 Landscape (SEA4) 
Both positive and negative impacts on the landscape were identified during the assessment of 
the policies and community actions.  
 
Policy H3 may have an adverse impact on the landscape setting of the waterway, as it promotes 
development in this area, but it is worth noting it does also seek to minimise this adverse 
impact. 
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The designation of several Local Green Spaces under Policy P4 for their natural beauty will 
ensure these spaces are kept free from development in the longer term and continue to 
contribute to the landscape character, resulting in a large positive impact.  
 
Conversely, two of the site allocations (A1 and A5) are particularly open to the wider 
countryside and therefore will likely have some impact on the landscape character through 
visual intrusion, although there is potential for this impact to be minimised through scale, 
massing and screening presented at the planning application stage.   
 
6.2.5 Cultural Heritage (SEA5) 
Several of the policies proposed (ET2, ET3, CA2, P1 and P2) seek to protect and promote the 
built and historic environment of the parish. 
 
Allocation A3 is likely to bring about an overall improvement to the built environment as it lies 
within the Conservation Area and will replace an industrial development with residential. 
 
Allocations A1, A2 and A4 also have the potential to impact on the Conservation Area, but their 
impacts will depend on the design, scale, massing and layout of these proposals when they are 
presented at the planning application stage.  
 
6.2.6 Biodiversity, Geodiversity, Flora and Fauna (SEA6) 
Several of the policies (ET3, CA2 and LR1) seek to encourage and promote tourism development 
around the waterways and this has the potential to adversely affect the water environment and 
surrounding wildlife.  
 
Policies P1, P4 and CA4 have the potential to positively affect local biodiversity. In particular, the 
designation of a number of Local Green Spaces through Policy P4 will ensure these spaces are 
kept free from development in the longer terms and retained for use by local wildlife.   
 
6.2.7 Water and Soil (SEA7) 
Most of the predicted effects of the plan on water and soil are negative. Upwell Parish is unique 
in that all of the land within the Parish is categorised as Grade 1 agricultural land, which 
represents the best and most versatile agricultural land in the UK. Therefore, any development 
on greenfield land in this Parish will lead to the loss of this high-quality agricultural land.  Site 
allocation A3 is on brownfield land and therefore represents a minor positive effect, as this land 
is unlikely to ever be used for arable agriculture. However, the rest of the allocations will likely 
permanently sterilise this land from agricultural use, although it is recognised that there are no 
viable alternative options for mitigating this effect in Upwell Parish.   
 
Several policies in the plan seek to expand the tourism offer by making better use of the 
waterways. Although this would likely provide a boost to the economy as well as increase the 
enjoyment of these features by local residents, any tourism development in and around the 
waterways will likely have a negative impact on the water environment. Although it is possible 
that these impacts can be minimised, it is unlikely that they could be entirely mitigated. Any 
adverse impacts on water quality would likely also adversely affect any aquatic wildlife.  

 
6.2.8 Population: Noise, Vibration and Light Intrusion (SEA8) 
Due to the small quantum of development proposed, and subject to the control of lighting 
details through the development management process, no significant effects on dark skies are 
considered likely.  
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Policy ET2 may have a positive effect on this objective, as it seeks to limit amenity impacts on 
residents arising from HGVs, such as noise and vibration.    
 

However, site allocations A1 and A5 will likely lead to some level of visual intrusion, as both of 
these sites are particularly open to the wider countryside, although there is potential for this 
impact to be minimised through presenting appropriate scaling, massing and screening at the 
planning application stage.   
 
6.2.9 Population: Sustainable Access (SEA9) 
Several policies proposed specifically seek to ensure that sustainable access is improved within 
the parish, particularly to and from new developments. Policies L3 and P3 seek to increase cycle 
and walking infrastructure. All of the site allocations, with the exception of site A5, are in 
locations which provide excellent access to the sustainable transport network. Although public 
transport access is available near site A5, it is distant from day-to-day services and facilities to 
the extent that walking and cycling would be unlikely from this location.    
 
6.2.10 Human Health and Wellbeing (SEA10) 
No negative impacts on this objective are likely, whilst several positive effects were identified.  
 
Policy LR2 specifically works to ensure that open space and community facilities are improved 
and increased throughout the Parish.  
 
The designation of a number of Local Green Spaces through Policy P4 will ensure these spaces 
are kept free from development in the longer terms and retained as open, community and 
recreational spaces for residents to enjoy.   
 
Equally, the main focus of Community Action 4 is to utilise any Community Infrastructure Levy 
Funds for improving community, open and recreational spaces, as well as local health and 
wellbeing.   
 
Site allocation A1 is a large site that will be required to provide on-site open space, thus 
increasing the amount of publicly accessible open space within the Parish.   
 
6.2.11 Material Assets: Affordable Housing (SEA11)  
Policies H2 and H3 work to ensure that developments provide an appropriate mix of housing to 
meets the specific housing needs of the local community, including through the provision of 
smaller dwellings and affordable housing.  
 
Site allocations A1, A3 and A5 will all require the provision of affordable housing within these 
developments, which will likely significantly increase the provision of affordable housing within 
the community.   
  
6.2.12 Material Assets: Economic Growth (SEA12)  
Several policies (ET2, ET3, CA2 and LR1) specifically seek to support economic growth and 
development, particularly by encouraging the local tourist economy, with a focus on expanding 
the tourism offer associated with the waterways. Whilst this will likely have a positive impact on 
the local economy, it also offers the potential to adversely affect the water environment and 
aquatic wildlife, so these effects will have to be carefully balanced and managed.  
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6.2.13 Summary of Environmental Effects 
Overall, the plan as presented offers a number of positive environmental effects, particularly in 
relation to the economy, affordable housing and the protection and provision of open spaces. 
 
However, these positive effects need to be balanced against the potential damage they pose to 
the local environment. In particular, there will be an unavoidable loss of high-quality agricultural 
land. The promotion of tourism along the waterways will likely lead to some adverse effects on 
the water environment and any aquatic wildlife that depend on the waterways for food or 
habitat.  
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7 Mitigation Recommendations 
 
The SEA Directive requires that the Environmental Report includes mitigation measures through 
which to prevent, reduce or offset any significant adverse effects identified from the 
environmental assessment of the UPNP, wherever possible. This is referred to in Annex 1 (g) of 
the Directive. 
 

Annex 1 (g): “The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any 
significant adverse effects on the environment of implementing the plan or programme.” 

 
The mitigation measures recommended to prevent, reduce or offset the significant adverse 
effects of the UPNP are outlined in Figure 14 below. As the environmental assessment did not 
predict or evaluate any certain significant adverse environmental effects, mitigation 
recommendations remain relatively limited. The recommendations, therefore, include proactive 
suggestions for improving and enhancing the beneficial effects that the plan presents.  
 

Figure 14: Mitigation Recommendations 
Policy Recommendation 
ET3 Policy ET3 could be amended to include a requirement for any planning 

applications along the waterway to provide: 

 a strategy for dealing with any resultant pollutants from entering the 
waterway; 

 an ecological appraisal, incorporating detailed site-specific mitigation 
recommendations; and 

 a waste management strategy for entering that waste from tourist 
activities is kept from entering the waterway as much as possible.    

LR1 Policy ET3 could be amended to include a requirement for any planning 
applications along the waterway to provide: 

 a strategy for dealing with any resultant pollutants from entering the 
waterway; 

 an ecological appraisal, incorporating detailed site-specific mitigation 
recommendations;  

 a waste management strategy for entering that waste from tourist 
activities is kept from entering the waterway as much as possible; and 

 a detailed sustainable drainage and surface water run-off 
scheme/strategy for any built development.  

A1 Policy A1 could go one step further and require any planning application 
submitted to include a Heritage Statement outlining how the proposal 
ensures that no impacts on the historic environment arise through its design, 
layout, scale and massing.  A Flood Risk Assessment incorporating a 
sustainable drainage strategy should be required to accompany any 
application to show that the surface water flooding present on the site will 
not pose any issues to the development, its residents or increase surface 
water flood risk beyond the site. Finally, a Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment should be provided with any planning application to show the 
impact of the development and incorporate any landscaping measures to 
mitigate any impacts identified.   
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Policy Recommendation 
A2 Policy A2 could go one step further and require any planning application 

submitted to include a Heritage Statement outlining how the proposal 
ensures that no impacts arise on the historic environment through its design, 
layout, scale and massing.   

A3 A Flood Risk Assessment incorporating a sustainable drainage strategy should 
be required to accompany any application to show that the surface water 
flooding present on the site will not pose any issues to the development, its 
residents or increase surface water flood risk beyond the site. 

A4 Policy A4 could go one step further and require any planning application 
submitted to include a Heritage Statement outlining how the proposal 
ensures that no impacts arise on the historic environment through its design, 
layout, scale and massing.  A Flood Risk Assessment incorporating a 
sustainable drainage strategy should be required to accompany any 
application to show that the surface water flooding present on the site will 
not pose any issues to the development, its residents or increase surface 
water flood risk beyond the site. 

A5 Policy A5 could require that a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment be 
provided with any planning application to show the impact of the 
development and incorporate any landscaping measures to mitigate any 
impacts identified.   
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8 Monitoring and Reporting  
 
The SEA Directive also requires that significant environmental effects of plans and programmes 
subject to SEA are monitored and that this information is included in the Environmental Report 
(Annex 1i). This is referred to in Article 10 of the Directive. 
 

Article 10: “Member states shall monitor the significant environmental effects of the 
implementation of plans and programmes in order, inter alia, to identify at an early stage 
unforeseen adverse effects, and to be able to undertake appropriate remedial action.” 

 
The environmental effects of the implementation of the UPNP should, therefore, be monitored 
and reported in order to continue to appraise progress against SEA objectives and continually 
identify environmental problems and issues. This allows for the effects of the implementation of 
the UPNP on the environment to be continuously monitored against the environmental 
baseline. Monitoring of the SEA could be integrated into the Borough Council’s  Local Plan 
Annual Monitoring Report.   
 
Monitoring should describe any changes to the environmental baseline arising from the 
implementation of the UPNP and how the Borough and Parish Councils will work to mitigate any 
adverse effects identified. The monitoring process will incorporate the following: 

 GIS 

 Comparison of the current state of the environment against the baseline 

 Analysis of changes to indicators (positive or negative) 

 Analysis of performance against targets and objectives 
 
Figure 15 below describes the suggested monitoring regime for the UPNP SEA. It outlines which 
indicators should be reviewed and when this information can be collected, as well as the 
responsible agency for each data set. Figure 16 provides an example of the proposed SEA 
reporting structure, through which performance will be analysed, problems identified and 
remediation measures considered.  
 

Figure 15: SEA Monitoring Regime 
Indicator When Who/Where 

CO2 emissions Annual Department for Energy and 
Climate Change  

Number of Properties in Flood Risk Zone Ad Hoc Environment Agency/ 
District SFRA 

Number of AQMAs  Annual Borough Council 

Number of Listed Buildings or Scheduled 
Monuments at risk 

Annual Historic England 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest Condition Annual Natural England 

Water Quality: Overall, biological, ecological, 
chemical  

Annual Environment Agency 

Tranquillity/Light Pollution Ad Hoc Campaign to Protect Rural 
England 

Public Transport Provision Annual Norfolk County Council 

Area of recreations/open spaces Annual Borough Council 
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Indicator When Who/Where 

Number and area of designated green spaces 
and open spaces 

Annual Borough Council 

Indices of Deprivation  
 

Every three 
years 

 

Department for 
Communities and Local 
Governments 

Number of affordable housing units Annual Borough Council 

% of the population economically active Every 10 
years 

Census  

Number of tourism-based businesses Annual Borough/Parish Council  

Number of local businesses (including 
tourism) 

Annual Borough/Parish Council  
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Figure 16: Example SEA Reporting Table  

SEA Objective Indicator Baseline (2009) Current Analysis 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the 
character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in 
and around the Conservation Area 

Listed Buildings: 

 Number  

 Number at Risk 

 

 34 

 0 

  

Scheduled Monuments: 

 Number 

 Number at Risk 
 

 

 0 

 0 
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9 Conclusion 
 
In July 2004, an assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, 
known as Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), became a requirement under European 
Directive 2001/42/EC. In accordance with the Directive, transposed regulations and Government 
guidance, SEA has been undertaken on the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan (UPNP). By 
carrying out an SEA on the UPNP, the Parish Council aims to: 
 

 identify alternative policy options for delivering sustainable growth in Upwell Parish; 

 identify and describe the environmental, social and economic effects of alternative policy 
options; 

 further enhance any beneficial environmental effects of the Neighbourhood Plan; and 

 reduce and minimise any adverse environmental effects that may result from the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
This is the Environmental Report for the SEA on the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan pre-
submission document, which has been prepared by Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee. This SEA has been used to inform the development of the Upwell Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan by outlining the environmental effects of the policies proposed within the 
plan. This report accompanies the Upwell Parish Neighbourhood Plan 2018-2038 pre-submission 
document. 
 
During the scoping stage carried out in summer/autumn 2018, SEA objectives were developed 
in light of a review of other relevant plans and programmes at the international, national, 
regional and local level. Environmental indicators were then developed for each SEA objective 
that and were used to measure the effects that the UPNP may have on the environment. These 
indicators relate to different aspects of the environment including air, climate change, 
landscape, the historic environment, wildlife and habitats, water and soil quality. Indicators 
were also included to measure the social effects on the population such as human health, 
deprivation and flood risk, as well as the material assets of Parish.  
 
Data for these indicators were collected in order to establish the baseline state of the 
environment, known as the environmental baseline. Analysis of trends and targets was then 
used to help predict how the environmental baseline might change in light of each of the UPNP 
policy options.  
 
UPNP policies and development site allocations were evaluated in light of their potential effects 
on the SEA objectives. For each policy and site, matrices were used to predict and evaluate how 
the measures would affect the SEA objectives and the indicators that comprise the 
environmental baseline.  
 
Overall, the plan as presented offers a number of positive environmental effects, particularly in 
relation to the economy, affordable housing and the protection and provision of open spaces. 
However, these positive effects need to be balanced against the potential they pose to damage 
the local environment. In particular, there will be an unavoidable loss of high-quality agricultural 
land. The promotion of tourism along the waterways will likely lead to some adverse effects on 
the water environment and any aquatic wildlife that depend on the waterways for food or 
habitat.  
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Mitigation recommendations were drafted for consideration and inclusion in the UPNP. 
Additionally, a draft monitoring regime and reporting schedule has been suggested in order to 
monitor the effects that the delivery of the UPNP may have on the environment during its 
implementation period.  
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Appendix A: Relevant Plans, Programmes and Objectives 

Relevant Plan or 
Programmes 

Relevant Objectives or requirements of other plans or programmes How objectives and requirements might 
be taken on board 

International 

The Convention on 
Wetlands of International 
Importance 1971 
(amended 1982) 

Requires signatory states to designate important wetlands for conversation 
in particular waterfowl habitats. Designation of Ramsar Sites to be 
protected from development. 

Ensure that the UPNP does not support 
growth that threatens designated wetland 
sites.  

The Convention on 
Biological Diversity, Rio de 
Janeiro, 1992 

The main driver of the SEA Directive. Article 6A of the Convention requires 
each Contracting Party to develop national strategies, plans and 
programmes for the conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity. 

Ensure that the UPNP does not support 
growth that threatens designated 
biodiversity sites. 

Kyoto Protocol (1997)  Implemented measures to limit and/or reduce emissions of greenhouse 
gases. The protocol was ratified in 2004. 

Ensure the UPNP contributes to 
greenhouse gas reduction targets.  

UNESCO World Heritage 
Convention (1972) 

Links together in a single document the concepts of nature conservation 
and the preservation of cultural properties. The Convention recognizes the 
way in which people interact with nature, and the fundamental need to 
preserve the balance between the two. 

 

European 

European Climate Change 
Programme 

To combat climate change by means of various cross-cutting measures in 
the fields of energy, industry and transport. 

Ensure the UPNP contributes to 
greenhouse gas reduction targets by 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Air Quality Framework 
Directive 1996/62/EC  and 
Council Directive 
1999/30/EC on Ambient 
Air Quality Limits 

Establishes mandatory standards for air quality and sets limits and guides 
values for sulphur and nitrogen dioxide, suspended particulates and lead in 
air.  
 

Ensure the UPNP contributes to 
improvements in air quality by reducing 
emissions from transport and/or industry 
and ensure that limit values are not 
exceeded.  



Upwell Neighbourhood Plan: Draft Environmental Report (March 2019)  

 

 

 41 

 

 

Relevant Plan or 
Programmes 

Relevant Objectives or requirements of other plans or programmes How objectives and requirements might 
be taken on board 

Council Directive 
2002/49/EC on the 
Assessment and 
Management of 
Environmental Noise 

To define a common approach intended to avoid, prevent or reduce noise 
on a prioritised basis including the harmful effects of exposure to 
environmental noise in built-up-areas, public parks or other quiet areas. 
 

Ensure UPNP includes improvements to 
reduce noise, where possible.  

Birds Directive 1979 
79/409/EEC  
 

Imposes duty on Member States to sustain populations of naturally 
occurring wild birds by sustaining areas of habitats in order to maintain 
populations at ecologically and scientifically sound levels. Designation of 
SACs and use of Appropriate Assessment. 

Ensure that the UPNP does not support 
growth that threatens SAC sites. 

Habitats Directive 1992 
Flora 92/43/EEC  

Requires Member States to take legislative and administrative measures to 
maintain and restore natural habitats and wild species at a favourable 
conservation status in the Community. 

Ensure that the UPNP does not support 
growth that threatens designated 
biodiversity sites. 

The Water Framework 
Directive 2000 
2000/60/EC 

Applies to surface waters (including some coastal waters) and groundwater. 
It requires member states, among other things, to prevent deterioration of 
aquatic ecosystems and protect, enhance and restore water bodies to 
‘good’ status. 

Ensure that the UPNP supports growth that 
will mitigate any water quality issues, such 
as through the use of SUDS. 

EU Sustainable 
Development Strategy 

This strategy proposes measures to deal with important threats to our well 
being, such as climate change, poverty, and emerging health risks. 

Ensure that the UPNP contributes to 
mitigating and reducing the threat of 
climate change. 

European Landscape 
Convention 

Promotes the protection, management and planning of European 
landscapes and organises European co-operation on landscape issues. 
 

Ensure that the UPNP promotes the 
protection, management and planning of 
European landscapes.  

National 
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Relevant Plan or 
Programmes 

Relevant Objectives or requirements of other plans or programmes How objectives and requirements might 
be taken on board 

Localism Act (2011) To make provision about the functions and procedures of local and certain 
other authorities; to make provision about the functions of the Local 
Commission for Administration in England; to enable the recovery of 
financial sanctions imposed by the Court of Justice of the European Union 
on the United Kingdom from local and public authorities; to make provision 
about local government finance; to make provision about town and country 
planning, the Community Infrastructure Levy and the authorisation of 
nationally significant infrastructure projects; to make provision about social 
and other housing; to make provision about regeneration in London; and 
for connected purposes. 

Ensure that the UPNP is developed in an 
open and transparent way which enables 
genuine opportunities for local people to 
be involved in the plan-making process and 
to be part of planning decisions made in 
the Parish.  

The UK Government 
Sustainable Development 
Strategy 2005 

The Government’s Strategy for sustainable development aims to enable all 
people throughout the world to satisfy their basic needs and enjoy a better 
quality of life without compromising the quality of life of future 
generations. The strategy contains four agreed priorities –  

 sustainable consumption and production,  

 climate change,  

 natural resource protection and  

 sustainable communities 

Ensure that the UPNP contributes to 
mitigating and reducing the threat of 
climate change. 

Fixing Our Broken Housing 
Market – housing white 
paper (MHCLG, 2017) 

It includes measures to ensure that the UK: 

 plans for the right homes in the right places 

 builds homes faster 

 diversifies the housing market 

 helps people now 

Ensure that UPNP sets out clear design 
expectations, provides for different 
housing needs to different members of the 
community, include older people and self-
builders and provides for housing growth in 
good locations.  
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Relevant Plan or 
Programmes 

Relevant Objectives or requirements of other plans or programmes How objectives and requirements might 
be taken on board 

Cutting carbon, creating 
growth: making 
sustainable local transport 
happen - transport white 
paper (DfT, 2011) 

The local transport white paper sets out the government’s vision for a 
sustainable local transport system that supports the economy and reduces 
carbon emissions. It explains how the government is placing localism at the 
heart of the transport agenda, taking measures to empower local 
authorities when it comes to tackling these issues in their areas. The white 
paper also underlines central government’s direct support to local 
authorities, including through the Local Sustainable Transport Fund. 

UPNP should locate development in such a 
way as to maximise the use of sustainable 
modes of transport.   

National Air Quality 
Strategy 2007 
(Defra, 2007) 
 

Sets out a way forward for work and planning on air quality issues. It also 
reiterates the air quality standards and objectives to be achieved and 
introduces a new policy framework for tackling fine particles. Furthermore, 
the strategy identifies potential new national policy measures which 
modelling indicates could give further health benefits and move closer 
towards meeting the strategy’s objectives. 

Ensure the UPNP contributes to 
improvements in air quality by reducing 
emissions from transport and/or industry 
and ensure that limit values are not 
exceeded.  

Climate Change Act 2008 The Act introduces a clear, credible, long-term framework for the UK to 
achieve its goals of reducing carbon dioxide emissions and ensures that 
steps are taken towards adapting to the impacts of climate change. The Act 
provides a framework for reducing carbon dioxide emissions through the 
following four elements: 

 Setting targets in statute and carbon budgeting 

 Establishing a Committee on Climate Change 

 Creating enabling powers 

 Reporting requirements 

Ensure the UPNP contributes towards 
greenhouse gas reduction targets. 

Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended) 

Addresses the problem of species protection and habitat loss by setting out 
the protection that is afforded to wild animals and plants in Britain. 

Ensure that the UPNP does not support 
growth that threatens designated nature 
conservation sites. 

The Conservation 
Regulations, 1994 
(‘Habitats Regulations’) 

Transposes requirements of the Habitats Directive. Builds on existing 
legislation for the protection of species and habitats listed in the Directive. 

Ensure that the UPNP does not support 
growth that threatens designated 
biodiversity sites. 
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Relevant Plan or 
Programmes 

Relevant Objectives or requirements of other plans or programmes How objectives and requirements might 
be taken on board 

Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act 2000  
 

Extends the public's ability to enjoy the countryside. Section 74 sets 
Government duties: to have regard to the purpose of the conservation of 
biological diversity in the exercise of Government functions; and to take, or 
promote the taking by others, of steps to further the conservation of the 
habitats and species in the wider countryside. Gives additional protection to 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

Ensure the UPNP supports the ROWIP. 

UK Biodiversity Action 
Plan 
(UK Biodiversity 
Partnership) 

UK Biodiversity Steering Group 1995 set a goal to ‘Conserve and enhance 
biological diversity within the UK and to contribute to the conservation of 
biodiversity through all appropriate mechanisms’. National BAP produces a 
series of action plans for priority species and habitats. 

Ensure that the UPNP does not support 
growth that threatens biodiversity. 

Working with the grain of 
nature - A Biodiversity 
Strategy for England 
(DEFRA, 2010) 
 
 

The Biodiversity Strategy for England sets this fundamental shift in train by 
ensuring that biodiversity considerations become embedded in all the main 
sectors of economic activity, public and private. Agriculture is particularly 
important, and the Strategy capitalises on the opportunities presented by 
the report of the Policy Commission on Food and Farming and the current 

review of the Common Agricultural Policy. The Strategy also sets out a 

programme for the next five years for the other main policy sectors, to 
make the changes necessary to conserve, enhance and work with the grain 
of nature and ecosystems rather than against them. It takes account of 
climate change as one of the most important factors affecting biodiversity 
and influencing policies. 

Ensure that the UPNP does not support 
growth activities that would or could 
threaten biodiversity. 

Healthy lives, healthy 
people: our strategy for 
public health in England 
Department of Health, 
2010 

This white paper outlines the Government’s commitment to protecting the 
population from serious health threats; helping people live longer, healthier 
and more fulfilling lives; and improving the health of the poorest, fastest. 
The goal is a public health service that achieves excellent results, unleashing 
innovation and liberating professional leadership. 

Ensure that the UPNP includes measures to 
support growth opportunities that enable 
active forms of transport and travel, 
recreation and access to healthcare.   
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Relevant Plan or 
Programmes 

Relevant Objectives or requirements of other plans or programmes How objectives and requirements might 
be taken on board 

Heritage Protection for 
the 21st Century 
White Paper  
(DCMS, 2007) 
 

Sets out intentions which are based on three central principles: 

 the need to develop a unified approach to the historic environment 

 maximising opportunities for inclusion and involvement 

 supporting sustainable communities by putting the historic environment 
at the heart of an effective planning system 

Ensure the UPNP contributes towards 
protecting and enhancing heritage assets.  

Historic England 
Corporate Plan 2016 – 
2019 and Action Plan 

The Corporate plan aims to champion England’s historic environment; 
identify and protect England’s special historic buildings and places; promote 
change that safeguards historic buildings and places; help those who care 
for historic buildings and places, including owners, local authorities, 
communities and volunteers.  

Ensure that any assets at risk are not 
further compromised by locational policies 
and that future development does not lead 
to the adding of additional assets to the at 
risk register.  

Conservation 21: Natural 
England’s Conservation 
Strategy For The 21st 
Century (2016) 
 

This strategy sets out Natural England’s thinking about what we need to do 
differently and how we need to work with others, to better deliver this 
shared ambition. The strategy’s 3 guiding principles are to: 
 create resilient landscapes and seas 
 put people at the heart of the environment 
 grow natural capital 

Ensure that ecology is taken into account 
for all development proposals that have 
any potential to adversely impact ecology, 
either directly or indirectly.  

National Planning Policy  

National Planning Policy 
Framework 

Sets out the Government's overarching planning policies on the delivery of 
sustainable development through the recently revised planning system. It is 
based on the key principles of the presumption in favour of sustainable 
development and to significantly boost the supply of housing 

Ensure that the definition of sustainable 
development in Upwell Parish is made 
clear and that opportunities for housing 
are maximised.  



Upwell Neighbourhood Plan: Draft Environmental Report (March 2019)  

 

 

 46 

 

 

Relevant Plan or 
Programmes 

Relevant Objectives or requirements of other plans or programmes How objectives and requirements might 
be taken on board 

National Planning Policy 
Framework: Technical 
Guidance 

The NPPF Technical Guidance sets out Government policy on development 
and flood risk. Its aims are to ensure that flood risk is taken into account at 
all stages in the planning process to avoid inappropriate development in 
areas at risk of flooding, and to direct development away from areas of 
highest risk. Where new development is, exceptionally, necessary in such 
areas, policy aims to make it safe, without increasing flood risk elsewhere, 
and, where possible, reducing flood risk overall. 

Ensure that development is sited away 
from areas of flood risk and also 
considering including a policy to reduce 
runoff.  

Local 

Connecting Norfolk, 
Norfolk’s 3rd Local 
Transport Plan (2011-
2026) 

Centred on thematic strategies which aim to maintain and manage the 
highway network, deliver sustainable growth, enhance strategic 
connections, reduce emissions, improve road safety and improve 
accessibility.  

Focus development on accessible locations 
where need to travel can be reduced.  

Norfolk  Biodiversity 
Action Plan  

 Sets out the actions to be taken in the conservation of species and habitats 
in Norfolk.  

Ensure that the UPNP protects, and where 
possible enhances, BAP habitats and 
species.  

King’s Lynn and West 
Norfolk Local Plan 
Documents  

This suite of development plans provides a spatial strategy for housing and 
economic growth in the Borough, with Core Strategy, Development 
Management and site allocation policies governing any development 
proposed in the Borough.  

Ensure improvements arising from UPNP 
are consistent with and support the Local 
Plan.  

New Anglia Local 
Enterprise Partnership – 
Strategic Economic Plan  

Sets out to harness the region’s distinct sector strengths and its natural 
assets to deliver more jobs, new businesses and housing 

Ensure that the UPNP supports the aims of 
the SEP.  
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Appendix B: Baseline Maps 

 
Map 1: Biodiversity Designations 

 
Data Source: Natural England
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Landscape Character Assessment 
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Map 2:  Designated Heritage Assets  

 
Data Source: Historic England
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Map 3: Flood Risk Zones 

 
Source: King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, 2018, Tile 71.  
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Source: King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, 2018, Tile 65 
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Map 4: Tranquillity 
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Map 5: Light Pollution and Dark Skies 

  
 

Source: Campaign for Rural England,
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Map 6:  Public Rights of Way 

  
Source: Norfolk County Council  
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Map 7:  Index of Multiple Deprivation 
 

  
Source: DCLG, Indices of Deprivation, 2015 
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Map 8: Barriers to Housing and Services Deprivation 
 

 
Source: DCLG, Indices of Deprivation, 2015 
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Map 9: Living Environment Deprivation 

 
Source: DCLG, Indices of Deprivation, 2015
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Map 10: Health Deprivation 
 

 
Source: DCLG, Indices of Deprivation, 2015 
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Map 11: Crime Deprivation 
 

 
Source: DCLG, Indices of Deprivation, 2015 
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Map 12: Income Deprivation 
 

  
Source: DCLG, Indices of Deprivation, 2015 
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Map 13: Employment Deprivation 
 

  
Source: DCLG, Indices of Deprivation, 2015 
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APPENDIX C: SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA 

 
Within the Significance Criteria, each objective has a set of sub-objectives with linked indicators and a description of what constitutes a predicted beneficial 
(+) or an adverse (-) change against the baseline. Significance is primarily based on thresholds, benchmarking and targets. The "no significant impact" (0) 
assessment rating is not included in the significance criteria, as this by default requires that no significant effect on the baseline is predicted. The magnitude 
of the effect, whether negative or positive, requires professional judgement and consideration of each indicator individually.  
 

Questions Indicator Beneficial (+) Very Beneficial (++) Adverse (-) Very Adverse (--) 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the impacts of climate change  

Will the plan reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions? 

CO2 emissions: 

 Total Tonnes 

 Tonnes per Capita 

 
Reduction of 1-10% 
over the plan period 

 
Reduction of >10% 
over the plan period 

 
Increase of 1-10% 
over the plan period 

 
Increase of >10% 
over the plan period 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and property to current and future flooding in the area 

Will the plan increase flood 
risk or exposure and 
vulnerability to flood risk? 

Flood risk extent  A reduction in the 
number of people 
exposure or 
vulnerable to flood 
risk 

N/A N/A An increase in the 
number of people 
exposure or vulnerable 
to flood risk 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air Quality Standards 

Will the plan reduce the 
number of AQMAs? 

Number of AQMAs  N/A N/A One new AQMA 
declared due to plan 

More than one new 
AQMA declared due to 
plan 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness of the landscape 

Will the plan cause changes 
to the landscape? 

 LCA Planning Guidelines N/A N/A Adverse impact on 
two LCA planning 
guidelines 

Adverse impact on three 
or more LCA planning 
guidelines 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 
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Questions Indicator Beneficial (+) Very Beneficial (++) Adverse (-) Very Adverse (--) 

Will the plan reduce the 
number of listed buildings or 
SAMs at risk? 

No. of listed buildings at risk 
(BAR)  

N/A N/A 1 listed building is 
added to risk register 

More than 1 listed 
buildings are added to 
risk register 

Will the plan affect 
Conservation Areas? 
 

Conservation Areas Additional buildings 
locally listed 

New development 
locally listed 

N/A Conservation Area 
classed as at risk 

SEA6: To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity of the area 

Will the plan affect local 
biodiversity? 

Designated Nature 
Conservation Sites 

Designation of nature conservation sites 
 

N/A N/A 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil quality for agricultural use 

Will the plan protect or 
enhance water quality? 
 

Overall Water Body 
Assessment  

Good assessment High Assessment Poor Assessment Bad Assessment 

Ecological Assessment  Good assessment High Assessment Poor Assessment Bad Assessment 

Biological Assessment  Good assessment High assessment Poor Assessment Bad Assessment 

Chemical Assessment High assessment N/A  Moderate 
Assessment 

Poor or Bad assessment 

Will the plan protect and 
enhance soil quality?  

Loss of Grade 1 or 2 
agricultural land to 
development (ha)  

Any land brought 
back into agricultural 
use 

N/A Loss of 5 ha or less  Loss of more than 5 ha  

SEA8: To minimise noise, vibration and light intrusion from growth  

Will the plan reduce noise, 
vibration or visual intrusion 
from light? 

Light Pollution mapping Area of dark skies in 
Upwell Parish 
increases 

N/A Area of dark skies 
decreases 

N/A  

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish 

Will the plan improve 
accessibility by sustainable 
modes of transport? 

Number and frequency of 
bus services to higher order 
settlements 

Increase in number 
or frequency of bus 
services 

Increase in number 
and frequency of bus 
services 

Decrease in the 
number or frequency 
of bus services 

Decrease in the number 
and frequency of bus 
services 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 
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Questions Indicator Beneficial (+) Very Beneficial (++) Adverse (-) Very Adverse (--) 

Will the plan improve health 
and wellbeing? 

Index of Multiple Deprivation N/A  N/A 30% Most Deprived 0-20% Most Deprived 

Health Deprivation 40-50% Least 
Deprived 

10-30% Least 
Deprived 

10% Most Deprived 10% Most Deprived 

Crime Deprivation N/A N/A 40-50% Most 
Deprived 
 

0-30% Most Deprived 

% of residents in bad or very 
bad health 

5-7% Less than 5% More than 7.5% More than 10% 

Number and area (ha) of 
recreational green spaces  

TBD TBD TBD TBD 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing required to meet their needs   

Will the plan provide for local 
housing needs?  

Barriers to Housing and 
Services Deprivation 

10% Least Deprived  10% Least Deprived 40-50% Most 
Deprived 

10-30% Most Deprived 

Living Environment 
Deprivation 

N/A N/A 40-50% Most 
Deprived 

0-30% Most Deprived 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage and the 
waterways  

Will the plan improve the 
local economy?  

Percentage of people 
economically active 

60% 65+% 50-55% Less than 50% 

Unemployment rate 4% Less than 4% 4.5%-5% More than 5% 

Number of Tourism Based 
Businesses 

Increase of up to 20% More than 20% 
increase 

Decrease of up to 
20% 

More than 20% 
decrease 

Number of Business 
(including tourism) 

Increase of up to 5% More than 5% 
increase 

Decrease of up to 5% More than 5% decrease 
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Appendix D: Assessment Summary Worksheets 
 

Community Action 1: Broadband 

SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 
SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness of 
the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

Broadband and mobile improvements may help to boost the local 
economy.   0/+ 
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Planning Policy ET1: Communications 

SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 
SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

Broadband and mobile improvements may help to boost the local 
economy.   0/+ 
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Planning Policy ET2: Economic Development 

SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 
SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

This policy should help to ensure that economic development does not 
adversely affect the historic environment.   

0/+ 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

This policy seeks to limit amenity impacts on residents arising from 
HGVs, such as noise and vibration.    0/+ 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

This policy specifically works to support economic growth and 
development, which should help to boost the local economy.  + 
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Planning Policy ET3: Tourism 

SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 
SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

This policy specifically encourages tourism developments which 
promote the heritage and history of the village.   

0/+ 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

The encouragement of tourist developments around the waterways 
may lead to adverse impacts on the water environment and 
surrounding wildlife.   

0/- 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

The encouragement of tourist developments around the waterways 
may lead to adverse impacts on the water environment and 
surrounding wildlife.   

0/- 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

This policy seeks to boost tourist assets, which in turn should help to 
grow the local economy.   + 
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Community Action 2: Tourism assets 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

This policy specifically encourages tourism developments which 
promote built heritage assets.    

0/+ 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

The encouragement of tourist developments around the waterways 
may lead to adverse impacts on the water environment and 
surrounding wildlife.   

0/- 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

The encouragement of tourist developments around the waterways 
may lead to adverse impacts on the water environment and 
surrounding wildlife.   

0/- 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

This policy seeks to boost specific tourist assets, which in turn should 
help to grow the local economy.   + 

 



Upwell Neighbourhood Plan: Draft Environmental Report (March 2019)  

 

 

 70 

 

 

 
Planning Policy LR1: Leisure, recreation and a marina 

SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 
SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

Promoting housing and tourist developments in and around the 
waterways is likely to increase exposure and vulnerability to flood risk, 
although flood risk mitigation options will likely be available for 
incorporation into any development proposed.  

0/- 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

The encouragement of tourist developments around the waterways 
may lead to adverse impacts on the water environment and 
surrounding wildlife.   

0/- 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

The encouragement of tourist developments around the waterways 
may lead to adverse impacts on the water environment and 
surrounding wildlife.   

0/- 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

This policy seeks to boost the waterways as tourist assets, which in turn 
should help to grow the local economy.   + 
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Planning Policy LR2: Open and Community Space 

SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 
SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

This policy specifically works to ensure that open space and community 
facilities are improved and increased.  

+ 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely. 
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Planning Policy LR3: Cycling 

SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 
SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

Encouraging cycling to and from new development may help to reduce 
traffic and lead to reductions in CO2 emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

Encouraging cycling to and from new developments may help to reduce 
traffic and lead to reductions in air pollution emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish This policy will help ensure sustainable access by bicycle to and from 
new developments.  

+ 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

Encouraging cycling to new development may help improve health and 
wellbeing, as well as recreational cycling.    

0/+ 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Planning Policy EN1: Flood Risk and Prevention 

SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 
SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

This policy will work to ensure that existing flood defences are 
protected and that flood risk is not needlessly increased as a result of 
new development.    

0/+ 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Community Action 3: Maintenance of flood defences 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

This action will work to ensure that existing flood defences are 
adequately maintained.  

0/+ 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 

 



Upwell Neighbourhood Plan: Draft Environmental Report (March 2019)  

 

 

 75 

 

 

 
 

Planning Policy EN2: Agricultural Land 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

This policy seeks to ensure that the highest quality agricultural land 
(Grade 1) is not lost to new development unless no other land is 
available. However, it will lead to the loss of high quality agricultural 
land (Grades 1) as all of the land within the Parish is Grade 1.    

- 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Planning Policy H1: Scale and location 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

Given that the whole of the parish is high-quality agricultural land, the 
allocation of land for 45 dwellings will lead to the loss of high quality 
agricultural land, although this policy attempts to mitigate this by 
preferring land not currently in agricultural use or that is previously 
developed.  

- 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

This policy should help to bring forward larger scale housing 
developments that will include the provision of affordable housing.   

0/+ 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Planning Policy H2: Housing Mix 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

This policy will help to ensure that new housing development addresses 
the need for housing for older people, those wanting smaller homes 
and affordable housing.   

++ 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Planning Policy H3: Design  
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

This policy specifically seeks to ensure that the character of the frontage 
of Welle Creek is retained as much as possible within development 
proposals. However, any development along the frontage is likely to 
have some level of adverse impact on the character and openness of 
the waterway.  

0/- 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

This policy specifically seeks to ensure that new development reinforces 
and complements local distinctiveness and character, particularly within 
the Conservation Area.    

+ 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

The requirement for outdoor amenity space at residential development 
should help to promote wellbeing.    

0/+ 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 
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Planning Policy H3: Design  
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Planning Policy H4: Residential car parking standards 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Planning Policy P1: Physical Infrastructure 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

This policy requires that major developments will not threaten the 
efficacy of existing flood defences.   

+ 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

This policy seeks to ensure that the provision of physical infrastructure 
does not adversely affect the character of Welle Creek.   

0/+ 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

This policy seeks to ensure that the provision of physical infrastructure 
does not adversely affect the character of the built environment   

0/+ 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

Requiring development to provide capacity for sewage should help to 
protect surface and groundwater resources, which in turn will help to 
protect aquatic biodiversity.    

0/+ 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

Requiring development to provide capacity for sewer and flood water 
storage should help to protect surface and groundwater resources   0/+ 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Planning Policy P2: Primary school  
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

This policy looks to ensure that any new schools can be accessed by 
sustainable modes of transport, which may reduce CO2 emissions from 
transport.    

0/+ 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

This policy looks to ensure that any new schools can be accessed by 
sustainable modes of transport, which may reduce air pollution 
emissions from transport.    

0/+ 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

This policy seeks to protect the older school buildings as undesignated 
heritage assets.  

0/+ 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish This policy looks to ensure that any new schools can be accessed by 
sustainable modes of transport.   

0/+ 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 



Upwell Neighbourhood Plan: Draft Environmental Report (March 2019)  

 

 

 83 

 

 

 

Planning Policy P3: Walking 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

Encouraging walking to and from new development may help to reduce 
traffic and lead to reductions in CO2 emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

Encouraging walking to and from new development may help to reduce 
traffic and lead to reductions in air pollution emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish This policy will help ensure sustainable access for pedestrians to and 
from new developments.  

+ 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

Encouraging walking to and from new developments may help improve 
health and wellbeing.    

0/+ 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Planning Policy P4: Local green spaces 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

The designation of several Local Green Spaces for their natural beauty 
will ensure these spaces are kept free from development in the longer 
term and continue to contribute to the landscape character.  

+ 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

The designation of a number of historic Local Green Spaces will ensure 
these spaces are kept free from development in the longer term and 
retained.  

+ 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

The designation of a number of Local Green Spaces will ensure these 
spaces are kept free from development in the longer term and retained 
for use by local wildlife.  

+ 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish No significant effect likely.  0 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

The designation of a number of Local Green Spaces will ensure these 
spaces are kept free from development in the longer term and retained 
as open, community and recreational spaces for residents to enjoy.   

++ 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 
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Planning Policy P4: Local green spaces 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Community Action 4: Community Infrastructure Levy 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

The use of CIL funds for walking, cycling and public transport 
improvements may help to reduce CO2 emissions from transport.   

0+/ 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

The use of CIL funds for walking, cycling and public transport 
improvements may help to reduce air pollution emissions from 
transport.   

0+/ 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

Tree planting would likely enhance the character and quality of the 
landscape.  

0/+ 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

Tree planting would provide additional habitat for local wildlife.  
+ 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish The use of CIL funds for walking, cycling and public transport 
improvements will help to improve sustainable access throughout the 
parish.    

+ 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

The use of CIL funds is focused on improving community, open and 
recreation spaces, as well as local health and wellbeing.   

++ 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Policy A1: Low Side  
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

This site is very well located to provide sustainable access to services 
and facilities, which may help to reduce growth in CO2 emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

There is a low risk of surface water flooding near the south-east boundary, 
which may be neutralised through appropriate mitigation.   

0/- 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

This site is very well located to provide sustainable access to services 
and facilities, which may help to reduce growth in air pollution 
emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

The site currently offers long views into the countryside from the road 
and will lead to the loss of some small trees along the front. 

0/- 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

The site is immediately adjacent to the Conservation Area, but impacts 
will depend on the design, scale, massing and layout  

0/- 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

This site is currently in arable agricultural use and on Grade 1 
agricultural land and therefore will lead to the loss of the best 
agricultural land.   

-- 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

The site lies on the edge of the developed area and due to its size is likely 
to lead to some visual intrusion, subject to design and layout. 0/- 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish The site provides excellent sustainable access to services and facilities in 
the village on foot and by bicycle.   

++ 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

This development of this site will include the provision of open space.   
+ 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

The development of this site will include the provision of affordable 
housing.   

+ 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Policy A2: Land adjacent to Lode House 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

This site is very well located to provide sustainable access to services 
and facilities, which may help to reduce growth in CO2 emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

This site is very well located to provide sustainable access to services 
and facilities, which may help to reduce growth in air pollution 
emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

The site is within the Conservation Area and near to listed buildings, but 
impacts will depend on the design, scale, massing and layout  

0/- 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

This site is Grade 1 agricultural land and therefore will lead to the loss of 
the best agricultural land, although not currently in agricultural use. - 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish This site is very well located to provide sustainable access to services 
and facilities.   

+ 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Policy A3: Land off St Peter’s Road 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

This site is very well located to provide sustainable access to services 
and facilities, which may help to reduce growth in CO2 emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

The access to this site is within Flood Zone 2 and 3, which may affect 
safe access and egress during a flood event. An alternative access for 
evacuation during flood event may be required.  

0/- 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

This site is very well located to provide sustainable access to services 
and facilities, which may help to reduce growth in air pollution 
emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

This site is partially within Conservation Area, but redevelopment could 
lead to an overall improvement if done sympathetically.  

0/+ 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

This site is a brownfield industrial site and therefore will not lead to the 
loss of any agricultural land. Although Grade 1, it is unlikely to ever be 
used for agricultural purposes due to its industrial/commercial use.    

0/+ 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish This site provides excellent access to public transport and village 
facilities, with footways available. 

++ 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

This site will to include the provision of affordable housing.   
+ 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

There may be some economic effects from the loss of employment and 
business use on the site from the re-development to residential use.  0/- 
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Policy A4: Land off Pinfold Road 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

This site is very well located to provide sustainable access to services 
and facilities, which may help to reduce growth in CO2 emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

There is a low to medium risk of surface water flooding near the north-
eastern boundary, which may be neutralised through appropriate 
mitigation.   

0/- 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

This site is very well located to provide sustainable access to services 
and facilities, which may help to reduce growth in air pollution 
emissions.   

0/+ 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

The site is within the Conservation Area, but impacts will depend on the 
design, scale, massing and layout.  

0/- 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

This site is disused Grade 1 agricultural land and therefore will lead to 
the loss of the best agricultural land, although not currently in use.    - 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish This site has excellent access to public transport and a short distance to 
village service and facilities, although no footway.  

+ 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 
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Policy A5: Land adjacent to Three Holes Village Hall 
SEA Objective Description of Effects Assessment 

SEA1: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change  

New development in this rural location will likely lead to an increase in 
CO2 emissions from car use.   

0/- 

SEA2: To reduce the risk, vulnerability and exposure of people and 
property to current and future flooding in the area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA3: To ensure that air quality remains in line with the National Air 
Quality Standards 

New development in this rural location will likely lead to an increase in 
air pollution emissions from car use.   

0/- 

SEA4: To protect and enhance the quality, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape 

The site is very open so there will be an impact on the landscape. Some 
screening using trees should be possible, though this will likely reduce 
the sense of openness.  

- 

SEA5: To maintain and enhance the character and quality of the built and 
historic environment, particularly in and around the Conservation Area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA6: To protect and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the 
area 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA7: To protect and enhance water quality and resources, as well as soil 
quality for agricultural use 

This site is on Grade 1 land, although it is not currently used for 
agriculture. In any event its development will lead to the loss of the best 
agricultural land.  

-- 

SEA8: To minimise any increase in noise, vibration and visual intrusion 
from growth 

This is a very open site, so some visual impact likely.  
- 

SEA9: To improve sustainable access for all to and within the Parish Although public transport access is available adjacent to the site, it is 
distant from some day-to-day services and facilities.   

- 

SEA10: To contribute to improved local health and wellbeing, including 
through the provision of open, community and recreational spaces 

No significant effect likely.  
0 

SEA11: To ensure local people have access to the types of housing 
required to meet their needs   

This development will include the provision of affordable housing.   
+ 

SEA12: To support a flourishing and healthy local economy and enhance 
the provision of tourist facilities, particularly in relation to local heritage 
and the waterways 

No significant effect likely. 
0 

 


